EOP. wi en: 


[ N° XI. ] Saturday, April 16. 1785. 


To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


Occupatus mbil agendo, 
STR, 
S Ihave the honour of being your namefake, and defcended 
from an ancient race of Loungers, I rejoiced when I was in- 
formed, that one of our illuftrious name and family began to make a 
figure in the literary world, and to publifh his lucubrations weekly 
in the capital of Scotland. I have {pent a great part of my life in 
ftudying the genealogies, hiftories, and characters of the feveral 
branches of our-flourifhing family. With this view, I have vifited 
every city, town, and village in the kingdom, and have had the 
happinefs to meet with near relations in every place, except Paifley, 
Kilmarnock, and a few dirty manufacturing towns. From the ob- 
fervations I have made in my travels, I am fully convinced that, if 
all the members of our family take in your Paper, you will be the 
moft popular and fuccefsful writer of the prefent age, and your 
Works will pafs through more editions than either the Pilgrim’s Pro- 
grefs or Robinfon Crufoe. 

The chief object of all my travels has been, to collec materials 
for a great Work, in which I have been engaged about fifty years. It 
is one of: the peculiar excellencies of our family, to do nothing in 
hafte. This famous Work will be intitled, Biographia Loungeriana Sco- 
tica, or, The Lives of the moft eminent Loungers of Scotland, from 
the reign of Fergus I. to the prefent times. It will make two ponde- 
rous volumes in folio, to be publifhed by fubfcription. The price to 
fubfcribers will be on/y fix guineas; but to thofe unfortunate gentle- 
men who neglect to fubfcribe, the price may be, | know not how 
much, The firft volume will contain the Lives of the Strenuous 
Loungers, and the fecond, the Lives of the /idolent Loungers, 
Thefe are the two great branches into which our family is divided. 
Each volume will be adorned with twenty copperplates, engraved 
by the moft eminent artifts, reprefenting the eafieft and moft grace- 
ful poftures for lounging in coaches, coffee-houfes, taverns, draw- 
ing-rooms, play-houfes, aflembly-rooms, churches, colleges, courts 
of juftice, &c. &c. Thefe plates will be of great utility, not only 
to fine ladies and fine gentlemen, but alfo to politicians, preachers, 
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profeffors, ftudents, lawyers, judges, and many others of all ranks. 
The frontifpiece will be an elegant drawing of the outer Parliament- 
houfe in the middle of the Seflion. To engage gentlemen to do 
themfelves the honour to fubfcribe, I fend you a fhort article, which 
1 beg you will publifh in your entertaining Paper, as a fpecimen of 
this excellent work. 


“My late coufin, Sir Thomas Lounger of Loiterhall, in Lingerdale, 
was the cldeft fon of my good uncle Sir Timothy, and ‘his Lady 
Mrs Sufan Dowdy, of the Slatterington family. Sir Timothy died of 
a lethargy, with which he had been long afflicted ; and Sir Tho- 
mas came to the polfeffion of the eftate and honours of ‘his an- 
ceftors in the twenty-fecond year of his age. But the eftate was 
then in a very bad condition in all refpects. Two-thirds of the 
rents would hardly pay the intereft of the debts—the manfion- 
houfe was an old, cold, damp, ruinous caftle, in the middle of a 
great-morafs — the farms were almoft in a ftate of nature, the rents 
fimall and iil paid; the extenfive moors and hills yielded little or 
nothing. 

Sir Thomas was then a ftrong, healthy, young man; and as he 
had been two winters at the college of Aberdeen, and thought him- 
felf much wifer and cleverer than any of his forefathers, he deter- 
mined to retrieve the ruined fortunes, and revive the faded honours 
of his family, by paying off all his debts, repairing or rebuilding 
his caftle, draining his morafs, improving his farms, cultivating his 
moors, and planting his hills, But he determined to do all this in 
the wifeft, moft cautious, and prudent manner; and never to engage 
in any undertaking till he had examined every circumftance, and 
provided againft every obftacle and difficulty. 

Sir Thomas fpent feveral years in forming plans for the payment 
of his debts, which he found not fo eafy a matter as he had ima- 
gined, At length he hit upon one which he believed would do the 
bufinefs effeCtually. He propofed to go to the Eaft Indics, to 
dethrone half a dozen Rajabs, cut the throats of half a million of 
their fubjects, and come home with three or four hundred thoufand 
pounds in his pocket. This project pleafed him mightily for fome time, 
till he began to reflect on the great diftance of the Eaft Indies, the 
danger of his being drowned in going or returning, and the 
ftill greater danger of being damned, if he deftroyed fo many of his 
fellow-creatures, to enrich himfelf; which made him give up all 
thoughts of becoming a Nabob. The next fcheme Sir Thomas 
formed for the payment of his debts pleafed him better, as it was 
not attended with fo much danger either to his foul or body. When 
he was about fifty years of age, he came toa refolution to marry 
fome beautiful young lady, of an honourable ancient family, 
with 
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with a prodigious -foftune, that would enable him to pay ali his 
debts, and execute all his projeédts. He fpent feveral years in 
fearching for fuch a lady, and at length fixed on Mifs Betty Plum. 
It is true, Mifs Betty was neither young nor handfome, and her 
grandfather had been a cobler, but fhe had a great fortune; and 
after a violent flruggle between poverty and pride, he refolved to 
ftoop and make his addreffes. But while he was meditating on the 
moft effectual method of doing this, he received the unwelcome 
news, that his intended bride had married an Irifh fortune-hunter. 


My coufin behaved very much like a gentleman on this occafion. 


He called Mifs Betty all the bad names he had ever heard, curfed 
the whole fex, and forfwore matrimony for ever, 

While Sir Thomas was forming fchemes for the payment of his 
debts, he was not unmindful of his old caftle, and got many plans, 
fome for repairing, and fome for rebuilding it, for draining the 
morafs, and laying it into a lawn, with gardens, orchards, walks, 
wiftas, &c. But at laft he found that this would be more expenfive 
than building a new feat in the modern tafte; and he very wifely 
determined to build a moft elegant. convenient manfion, for the 
future refidence of his family. But he as wifely refolved not to lay 
one ftone, till he had found the moft healthy, pleafant, and com- 
modious {pot in his whole eftate. Many a long day did he wander 
in fearch of this fpot, but never could find one to his mind, One 
was too high, another too low; one too damp, another toodry; the 
profpect from one was too confined, from another too extenfive. 

Sir Thomas never forgot the improvement of his farms. That 
was his favourite tafte and ftudy. He chofe the moft proper places 
for building fubftantial convenient farm-houfes ; he traced and 
marked the line of all the hedges, ditches, and walls, that would 
be neceflary for inclofing his fields, gardens, and orchards ; he 
carefully examined the foil of every field, and fettled the methods 
of cultivation that would be moft proper for each, to bring it to 
the higheft poffible degree of fertility: in this he was much a(ffitt- 
ed by the painful perufal of feveral excellent fyftems of agricufture, 
compofed in the garrets of Grubftreet. When he had got all in 
readinefs, he aflembled his tenants in the great hall of his caftle, 
laid his plans before them, and in a long elaborate difcourfe, ex- 
plained how they were to be carried into execution, concluding 
with a demand of two guineas a-year of rent for every acre. This 
harangue, particularly the concluding fentence, produced various 
ftrong emotions in the audience. Some grinned, others groaned; 
fome laughed, others cried; fome curfed, others prayed: but all 
declared that they would not give one farthing more rent, nor 
change their methods of hufbandry in the leaft. Sir Thomas was 
greatly enraged at the obftinacy of his tenants, and difcharged a 
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dreadful volley of oaths and threats upon them; but when his 
paftion fubfided, and he began fo refle&t that they were all of his 
own clan, defcended from the younger brothers and baftards of the 
family, he could not find in his heart to turn any of them out of 
their farms, 

My coufin was equally induftrious, and as unfuccefsful in his 
fchemes for cultivating his moors, For when he had, by long 
thought and ftudy, formed one of the moft beautiful plans in the 
world for that purpofe, he never could find any perfon who would 
execute any part of it, 

But ftill the planting of his hills promifed every thing. By long 
and laborious inveftigations, he found, that they would admit ten 
millions of trees, and that thefe trees, when forty years old, would 
be worth ten millions Sterling, which would make him the richeft 
fubject in Europe. Tranfported with joy at this profpect, he de- 
termined to lofe no time. He aétually colleéted ten bufhels of 
beech-maft, and an equal quantity of acorns, and wanted nothing 
but a proper place for a nurfery, to begin his operations; but ftay- 
ing abroad too late, one evening in April, in fearch of fuch a 
place, he got a violent cold, which threw him into a fever, of which 
he died, in the feventy-fifth year of his age, in the fame tattered 
bed and ruinous caftle in which he was born; his debts unpaid, 
his morafs undrained, his farms unimproved, his moors unculti- 
vated, and his hills unplanted.” 


With a heavy heart, I attended the precious remains of my dear 
coufin to his grave, and faw a ftone laid upon it, with this in- 
{cription: 


** Hic jacet 
Iluftrifimus Dominus Thomas Lounger de Loiterhall, Baronettus. 
Dum vixit, 
Multa propofuit, 
Nihil perfecit, 
Secundum morem 
Loungeriorum.” 


Iam, &c, 
L, L. 


EDINBURG H: 


Publithed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received. 


Next Saturday will be publifhed N° XII, Price Two Pance, 





